United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/757,291 01/14/2004 Theodore David Wugoski P1375US01/210572 4507 



24333 7590 11/13/2007 

GATEWAY, INC. 
ATTN: Patent Attorney 
610 GATEWAY DRIVE 
MAIL DROP Y-04 
N. SIOUX CITY, SD 57049 



EXAMINER 



MUHEBBULLAH, SAJEDA 



ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 



2174 



MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE 



11/13/2007 PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\jiii\*xj rw*ii\jiM ^umiiicii y 


Application No. 

10/757,291 


Applicant(s) 

WUGOSKI, THEODORE DAVID 


Examiner 

Sajeda Muhebbullah 


Art Unit 

2174 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 08/23/2007. 

2. Claims 28-5 1 are pending in this application. Claims 49-5 1 are new. This action is made 
Non Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 28-5 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foster (US 
6,21 1,870) in view of Humpleman et al. ("Humpleman", US 6,243,707). 

As per claim 28, Foster teaches a method of creating a macro for a convergence system, 
the convergence system having multiple components, at least one remote control, and at least one 
user interface other than the remote control (col. 4, lines 24-25), the macro comprising multiple 
commands for operating at least one of the components of the convergence system (col. 3, lines 
19-20), said method comprising: 

identifying at least one remote control command for execution in a desired sequence 
(col. 10, lines 65-67, colli, lines 1-14); and 

assigning the sequence to at least one macro element of the system (colli, lines 9-14). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/757,29 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

However, Foster does not teach the identifying and assigning user interface commands to 
the macro element. Humpleman teaches a method of creating a macro in a convergence system 
wherein the macro consists of user commands (Humpleman, col. 22, lines 7-12). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to include Humpleman' s 
teaching with Foster's method in order to provide more flexibility and options in the creation of 
shortcuts. 

As per claim 29, Foster teaches the method, wherein the step of assigning the sequence 
further comprises assigning the sequence to at least one macro element selected from the group 
consisting of soft keys and hard keys (col. 12, lines 6-1 1). 

As per claim 30, Foster teaches the method, wherein the step of identifying the 
commands comprises the step of generating the sequence of commands by operation of the user 
interface (colli, lines 1-14). 

As per claim 31, Foster teaches the method, wherein the step of identifying the 
commands comprises the step of operating a component of the system by performing a 
corresponding command and detecting the command associated with such operation (col. 12, 
lines 1-11). 

As per claim 32, Foster teaches the method, wherein the convergence system includes the 
components of a TV tuner, a media player/recorder, and a computer, and wherein the step of 
identifying the commands includes selecting commands associated with any one of said 
components and assigning them to a macro element on either the remote control or the user 
interface (Fig. 3; colli, lines 9-14, lines 36-39). 
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As per claim 33, Foster teaches the step of identifying the commands comprises 
monitoring user operations of the components of the system to determine at least one sequence 
of commands associated with such operations (col. 8, line 40 to col. 9, line 45). 

As per claim 34, Foster teaches the method wherein the assigning step includes 
prompting a user to assign the sequence of commands determined by the monitoring step to the 
macro element (col. 9, lines 46-65; Fig. 7). 

Claims 35-39 are similar in scope to claims 28-32, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claims 40-41 are similar in scope to claims 33-34, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claims 42-43 are similar in scope to claims 28-29, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 44 is similar in scope to claim 32, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
Claims 45-48 are similar in scope to claims 28-31, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

As per claim 49, Humpleman teaches the method wherein said at least on user interface 
command comprises a command for said computer (Humpleman, col.22, lines 7-12). 

Claims 50-51 are similar in scope to claims 49, and are therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments, filed 08/23/2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 28- 
32, 35-29, and 42-48 under 35 U.S.C. 102 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Humpleman et al. (U.S.6,243,707). 



Communications 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sajeda Muhebbullah whose telephone number is (571) 272-4065. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday/Thursday and alt. Mondays from 8:30 am to 
5:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The central fax number for the organization where correspondence for this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 
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Patent Examiner 
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